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is substantially identical to the disclosure of German Application No. 103 57 112.4. As such, 
the entire disclosure of the above identified application is entitled to the December 6, 2003 
priority date, which date is almost five months earlier than the April 28, 2004 U.S. filing date of 
Von Blucher *541 . In view of this, the Applicant respectfully submits that Von Blucher '541 is 
no longer effective prior art with respect to the above identified application and both of the 
raised rejections, under 35 U.S.C. § I02(ei) or 35 U.S.C. § 103 in view of Von Blucher "541 
alone or in combination with Pacanowsky et al. "447, should be withdrawn at this time. 

The Applicant acknowledges thatthe additional reference of and Pacanowsky et al. ~447 
may arguably relate to the feature(s) indicated by the Examiner in the official action. 
Nevertheless, the Applicant respectfully submits that the combination of the base reference 
of Von Blucher '541-which is no longer effective prior art-with this additional art of 
Pacanowsky et at. '447 still fails to in any way teach, suggest or disclose the above 
distinguishing features of the presently claimed invention. As such, all of the raised rejections 
should be withdrawn at this time in view of the above amendments and remarks. 

If any amendment to this application lis believed necessary to advance prosecution and 
place this case in allowable form, the Examiner is courteously solicited to contact the 
undersigned representative of the Applicant to discuss the same. 

In view of the above amendments and remarks, it is respectfully submitted that all of the 
raised rejection(s) should be withdrawn at this time. If the Examiner disagrees with the 
Applicant's view concerning the withdrawal df the outstanding rejection(s) or applicability of the 
Von Blucher "541 and/or Pacanowsky etaL '447 references, the Applicant respectfully requests 
the Examiner to indicate the specific passage or passages, or the drawing or drawings, which 
contain the necessary teaching, suggestion! and/or discfosure required by case law. As such 
teaching, suggestion and/or disclosure is not present in the applied references, the raised 
rejection should be withdrawn at this time. Alternatively, if the Examiner is relying on his/her 
expertise in this field, the Applicant respectfully requests the Examiner to enter an affidavit 
substantiating the Examiner's position so that suitable contradictory evidence can be entered 
in this case by the Applicant. 
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In view of the foregoing, it is respectfully submitted that the raised rejection(s) should 
be withdrawn and this application is now placed in a condition for allowance. Action to that end, 
in the form of an early Notice of Allowance, is courteously solicited by the Applicant at this time. 

The Applicant respectfully requests that any outstanding objection^) or requirements), 
as to the form of this application, be held in abeyance until allowable subject matter is indicated 
for this case. 

In the event that there are any fee deficiencies or additional fees are payable, please 
charge the same or credit any overpayment to our Deposit Account (Account No. 04-0213). 

Respectfully submitted, 




Michael J. ByjC— , 

Customer No. 02021 
Davis Bujofd & Daniels, P.L.L.C. 
112 Pleasant Street 
Concord, NH 03301-2931 
Telephone 603-226-7490 
Facsimile 603-226-7499 
E-mail: patent@davisandbuiold.com 



-3- 



PAGE4/20* RCVD AT 7/29/2008 11:49:15 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] 1 SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-5/16* DNIS:2738300 ' CSID:603 226 7499 * DURATION (mm-ss):03-1 2 



